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A  BIBLE!  A  BIBLE! 


WE  HAVE  GUT  I  BIBLE 


Then  I  ask  you,  "What  is  the 
Bible?"  It  is  a  brief  record  of  the 
origin  and  development  of  the 
Hebrew  nation;  a  biography  of  our 
Lord  while  on  earth;  the  rise  and 
earliest  struggles  of  the  church.  But 
by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  Bible 
is  concerned  with  past  history  of  the 
people  of  God;  some  of  it  so 
remote,  and  to  present-day  readers 
so  obscure,  as  to  render  the  brief 
references  almost  unintelligible. 
There  are  no  first  manuscripts  of 
any  of  the  books.  The  text  has 
been  reconstructed  from  more  or 
less  defective  copies  found  in  all 
parts  of  the  Old  World,  and  this 
text  has  been  translated  to  the  best 
of  the  ability  of  scriptural  scholars. 
But  we  believe  it  to  be  the  word  of 
God  as  far  as  it  has  been  translated 
correctly.  It  proves  that  for  a 
period  of  time  God  actually  spoke 
to  the  people  of  the  earth. 

But  does  that  mean  that  God 
would  never  speak  to  His  people 
again?  Does  that  mean  that  God, 
our  Father,  has  left  us  to  the  whims 
and  deception  of  cunning  men  and 
the  powers  of  Satan,  whom  we 
know  to  inhabit  this  earth?  If  so,  He 
sounds  to  be  an  unjust  Father.  If 
so,  He  sounds  disinterested  in  we, 
His  children.  If  so,  He  must  be  a 
partial  God  .  .  .  and  yet,  how  many 
thousands  of  people  in  the  world 
today  hold  fast  to  this  narrow  and 
bigoted  belief.  They  seem  to  think 
they  honor  God  by  reading  only 
one  book  concerning  Him.  They 
seem  to  think  they  can  find  the  true 
pattern  of  life  by  reading  onlv  one 
phase  of  Christianity,  but  I  ask  you 
to  stop  and  look  around  vou.  Are 
they  successful  in  their  venture?  Is 


there  "one  church,  one  God,  one 
baptism"?  Is  there  "a  unity  of  the 
faith"?  Are  we  all  one  "even  as 
Thou  Father  art  in  me  and  I  in 
Thee,"  as  Christ  prayed  we  might 
be? 

A  very  casual  glance  can  tell  us 
that  the  bible  has  apparently  not 
been  enough.  We  find  over  800 
different  Christian  religions  repre- 
sented in  the  world  today,  most  of 
them  containing  bible  scholars,  so 
it  is  not  from  lack  of  study  that  we 
are  not  in  the  "unity  of  the  faith". 
It  is  not  from  lack  of  searching  the 
scriptures  that  we  are  not  "one"  as 
Christ  prayed  for  in  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane.  I  would  venture  to 
say  there  is  perhaps  "tolerance" 
among  the  Christian  denominations 
but  bv  no  means  is  there  "unity". 

I  thank  God  that  my  mind  is  not 
bound  by  these  narrow  beliefs.  That 
I  know  that  He  does  still  reveal  His 
will  to  mankind  even  as  in  ancient 
days.  That  He  has  seen  fit  to  give 
us  added  scrioture  to  enlighten  our 
minds,  to  solve  our  problems  and 
to  give  us  a  greater  understanding  of 
His  works. 

The  Jews,  the  covenant  people  of 
God,  looked  and  longed  for  the 
Messiah,  yet  rejected  Him  when  He 
came.  A  great  many  people  profess 
to  be  Christians  but  how  manv  of 
them,  even  as  the  Jews,  are  rejecting 
that  knowledge  which  will  bring 
them  to  salvation. 

God  with  his  infinite  wisdom  and 
power  knew  that  the  people  of  the 
world  would  become  as  we  find 
them  today  and  we  are  told  of  it  in 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Turn  to  pajre  38 
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xrolte 
of  &taljam 

Taken  from  "CHURCH  NEWS' 


BECAUSE  we  are  "seekers 
after  truth",  wherever  it  can 
be  found,  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  have  been  deeply 
interested  in  the  discovery  and 
translation  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 
These  ancient  scriptures  focus 
revealing  light  on  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  a  group  of  dedicated 
people  who  lived  prior  to  the  time 
of  Christianity. 

Now,  as  the  translation  proceeds, 
comes  new  and  interesting  testimony 
concerning  the  Restored  Gospel — 
this  time  in  support  of  the  Pearl  of 
Great  Price. 

The  story  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  has  been  described 
in  many  articles  recen'ly  and  we  are 
familiar  with  the  beliefs  and 
practices  of  the  Dead  Sea 
Covenanters,  the  sect  that  kept  the 
records  and  preserved  them  for  our 
enlightenment,  some  2,000  years 
later.  The  significant  fact  these 
records  brought  to  light,  a  fact 
which  has  disturbed  Christian 
churches,  is  that  this  sect  held  some 
of  the  beliefs,  practised  some  of  the 
ordinances,  and  had  set  up  part  of 


the  organization  structure  later 
taught  and  established  by  Jesus 
during  his  life  upon  this  earth. 
HISTORICAL  FACTS  KNOWN 
These  facts,  of  course,  are  not  at 
all  disturbing  to  members  of  the 
Restored  Church.  We  know  that 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on 
the  earth  in  its  fulness  at  times 
prior  to  Christ's  birth.  We  know 
that  Adam  had  the  gospel,  as  did 
Noah,  Abraham,  and  others  of 
God's  prophets  down  through  the 
ages.  We  know  that  John  the 
Baptist  came  out  of  the  wilderness 
preaching  the  gospel  and  baptizing 
with  authority.  Consequently,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  believe  that  a 
dedicated  group  of  people,  living 
prior  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  could, 
if  they  sought  diligently,  find  and 
apply  many  of  the  principles  of  the 
gospel. 

Now  as  the  translation  of  the 
Scrolls  continues,  comes  new  and 
even  more  convincing  evidence  of 
the  restoration  of  the  gospel  in 
these  latter  days.  This  new  evidence 
is  in  support  of  the  story  of 
Abraham  as  told  in  the  Pearl  of 
Great    Price.      It    comes    from    the 
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recent  translation  of  one  of  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  confidently  be- 
lieved by  the  scholars  to  have  been 
written  hundreds  of  years  before 
the  advent  of  the  Saviour. 

THEIR  DISCOVERY 

The  now  famous  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  were  discovered  by  accident 
by  a  Bedouin  youth  in  1947.  The 
original  find  consisted  of  seven 
somewhat  intact  scrolls  in  varying 
degrees  of  disintegration.  Subse- 
quent search  and  excavations  in  the 
area  produced  thousands  of  frag- 
ments of  leather  parchments  which 
later  proved  to  contain  writings  in 
Hebrew  and  Aramaic  from  nearly 
every  book  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  from  many  apocryphal  books. 
Three  of  the  seven  scrolls  were  pur- 
chased by  Elazar  Sukenik,  professor 
of  archaeology,  Hebrew  University, 
and  were  retained  in  Israel. 

The  other  four  scrolls  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Syrian  Metropolitan, 
of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Mark  in  the 
old  city  of  Jerusalem.  When  the 
Palestinian  War  broke  out  in  the 
area  in  1948,  these  scrolls,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Arabs,  were  sent  to 
the  United  States  for  safe  keeping. 

APOCRYPHAL   GENESIS 

One  of  the  four  scrolls  purchased 
in  the  United  States,  the  so-called 
"Lamech  Scroll",  had  not  until 
recently  been  unrolled  or  translated. 
It  was  in  such  a  bad  state  of 
deterioration  that  the  Americans 
were  afraid  to  attempt  to  unroll  it. 
Dr.  John  C.  Trever,  a  fellow  of  the 
American  School  of  Oriental 
Research,  while  examining  the 
scroll,  accidentally  broke  off  a 
small  piece  of  the  parchment.  On 
the  inside  of  this  small  fragment. 
Dr.  Trevor  found  inscriptions  in 
Aramaic  which,  when  translated, 
proved  to  be  a  first  person  state- 
ment of  Lamech,  the  father  of 
Noah.  Since  an  ancient  Greek  list 
of  arocrvnhal  books  mentioned  the 
"Book  of  Lamech"  which  never  has 
been  discovered.  Dr.  Trevor 
assumed  that  this  scroll  might  be 
this  long  searched-for  apocryphal 
book. 

When  the   four  scrolls  purchased 


in  America  were  sent  to  Israel, 
attempts  were  soon  made  to  unroll 
and  translate  the  so-called  "Lamech 
Scroll".  Recently,  this  was  accom- 
plished, and  the  scroll  has  now  been 
partially  translated  by  Yigael  Yadin. 
Mr.  Yadin  discovered  that  the 
scroll  was  not  the  record  of 
Lamech,  but  actually  was  an 
Apocryphal  Genesis.  In  it,  appears 
the  story  of  Abraham  which  most 
interestingly  confirms  the  account  of 
Abraham  as  found  in  the  Pearl  of 
Great  Price. 

ABRAHAM'S    TRIP    INTO    EGYPT 

The  story  of  Abraham's  trip  into 
Egypt  has  long  disturbed  bible 
scholars.  The  Biblical  account, 
found  in  the  twelfth  chapter  of 
Genesis,  tells  how,  due  to  a 
famine  in  Canaan,  Abraham  took 
his  wife,  Sarah,  and  went  into 
Egypt.  The  story  recounts  how. 
when  he  was  near  the  country. 
Abraham  became  concerned  lest 
Egyptians  kill  him  and  take  his 
wife.  Therefore  according  to  the 
Bible  account,  Abraham  told  his 
wife,  "Say,  I  pray  thee,  thou  art 
my  sister;  that  it  may  be  well  with 
me  for  thy  sake;  and  my  soul  shall 
live  because  of  thee." 

The  Biblical  account  continues 
with  the  story  describing  how- 
Abraham  and  Sarah  went  into 
Egypt  and  how  Sarah  was  taken 
by  the  Pharaoh  into  his  house 
under  the  misconception  that  she 
was  Abraham's   sister. 


Biblican  scholars,  almost  without 
exception,  have  been  critical  of 
Abraham's  trip  with  Sarah  into 
Egypt.  The  difficulty  with  these 
scholars'  interpretations,  of  course, 
is  that  they  base  their  indictments 
of  Abraham  on  the  incomplete 
Bible  history.  The  reason  for  their 
confusion  is  obvious.  From  their 
studies  thev  know  that  Abraham  is 
an  elect  of  God.  They  see  him  as 
a  man  of  great  faith  and  remarkable 
obedience.     Consequently   they   are 
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confused  and  disillusioned  when 
they  find  him  succumbing  to  a 
human  weakness. 

Now  come  new  translations  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  which  give 
further  detailed  information  on  this 
account  and  confirm  the  more  com- 
plete story  as  told  in  the  Pearl  of 
Great  Price. 

In  Abraham,  chapter  2.  verses 
22-25,  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
account  reads,  "And  it  came  to 
pass  when  I  was  come  near  to  enter 
into  Egypt,  the  Lord  said  unto  me; 
behold,  Sarai,  thy  wife  is  a  very 
fair  woman  to  look  upon";  "There- 
fore it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  the 
Egyptians  shall  see  her,  they  will 
say  .  .  .  she  is  his  wife;  and  they 
will  kill  you,  but  they  will  save 
her  alive;  there  see  that  ye  do  it 
on  this  wise;  "Let  her  say  unto  the 
Egyptians,  she  is  thy  sister,  and  thy 
soul  shall  live". 

FOLLOWS     LORD'S    COUNSEL 

Abraham,  the  obedient  servant 
that  he  was,  followed  to  the  letter 
the  Lord's  counsel.  In  doing  so, 
he  committed  no  sin.  Rather,  his 
humble  obedience,  even  in  this 
great  test,  proves  him  to  be  a  choice 
spirit. 

From  our  Latter-day  scriptures, 
we  know  that  Abraham  was  one  of 
the  great  spirits  before  the  forma- 
tion of  this  world.  He  was  specially 
selected  by  our  Father  in  Heaven 
for  the  significant  role  he  played  as 
the  literal  father  of  the  children  of 
Israel  and  for  the  great  work  he 
did  in  laying  the  foundation  of 
God's  kingdom.  Knowing  Abra- 
ham's character  as  we  do,  we  would 
be  sure  that  he  would  have  full 
faith  that  the  Lord  would  allow  no 
harm  to  come  to  Sarah  if  he 
followed  his  commandments.  There 
would  be  no  question  but  that  Sarah 
would  be  fully  protected  and  would 
come  back  from  the  house  of  the 
Pharaoh   unharmed. 

Now,  in  a  remarkable  way,  the 
recent  translation  of  the  Apocryphal 
Genesis  (the  Lamech  Scroll)  fully 
confirms  this  point  of  view.  As 
noted  by  Yigael  Yadin,  in  his  book 
"The  Message  of  the  Scrolls".  The 


scroll  is  unique  in  preserving  an 
original  legend  explaining  why 
Abraham  counselled  Sara  to  hide 
her  true  identity  .  .  .  According  to 
this  legend,  this  deception  was 
God's  counsel,  rather  than  Abra- 
ham's, revealed  to  the  latter  through 
a  dream. 


ACTUAL  TRANSLATION 

The  actual  translation  from  the 
scroll  is  as  follows : 

"Now  we  passed  through  our 
land  and  entered  into  the  land  of 
the  sons  of  Ham,  the  land  of  Egypt. 
And  I,  Abram,  dreamed  a  dream 
on  the  night  of  our  entering  into  the 
land  of  Egypt  and  lo!  I  saw  in  my 
dream  one  cedar  and  one  palm  .  .  . 
And  men  came  and  sought  to  cut 
down  and  uproot  the  cedar  and  to 
leave  the  palm  by  itself.  And  the 
pa'm  cried  out  and  said,  'cut  not 
down  the  cedar,  for  cursed  is  he 
who  will  fell  .  .  .'  And  for  the  sake 
of  the  palm  the  cedar  was  saved 
.  .  ."  And  I  awoke  from  my 
slumber  that  night  and  I  said  to 
Sarai,  'My  wife  a  dream  I  have 
drempt  .  .  .  and  I  am  frightened  by 
this  dream'.  And  she  said  to  me. 
'tell  me  thy  dream  that  I  may 
know'.  And  I  began  to  tell  her 
that  dream". 

It  was  in  this  Hre^m.  according 
to  the  scroll,  that  God  instructed 
Ahrahqrn  to  have  Sarai  te'1  the 
Eevotians  that  she  was  Abraham's 
sister. 

The  translation  of  this  scroll  also 
brings  new  light  upon  the  question 
of  Sarah's  protection  while  she  was 
in  the  house  of  the  Pharaoh.  After 
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Sarai  was  taken  from  Abraham  "the 
translation  says;  "That  night  I 
prayed  and  entreated  and  begged 
and  said  in  sorrow  as  my  tears  fell, 
'Blessed  art  Thou,  Most  High  God, 
Lord  of  all  worlds,  because  Thou 
art  Lord  and  Master  of  all  and 
ruler  of  all  the  kings  of  earth,  all 
of  whom  Thou  judgest.  Behold  now 
I  cry  before  Thee,  My  Lord,  against 
Fharaoh-Zoan,  King  of  Egypt,  be- 
cause my  wife  has  been  taken  from 
me  by  force.  Do  Thou  judge  him 
for  me  and  let  me  behold  Thy 
mighty  hand  descend  upon  him  and 
all  his  household  and  may  he  not 
this  night  defile  my  wife.  And 
men  shall  know,  My  Lord,  that 
Thou  art  the  Lord  of  all  the  kings 
of  earth !  And  I  wept  and  grieved. 
That  night  the  Most  High  God  sent 
a  pestilential  wind  to  afflict  him 
and  all  his  household,  a  wind  that 
was  evil.  And  it  smote  him  and  all 
his  house  and  he  could  not  come 
near  her  nor  did  he  know  her  and 
he  was  with  her  two  years". 

The  scrolls  continue  with  the 
complete  story  of  how  the  pestilence 
became  unbearable  and  the  King 
called  in  the  wise  men.  Later  it  was 
revealed  Sarai  to  be  Abraham's 
wife.  "Behold  thy  wife  who  is  with 
me,  go  thy  way  and  depart  from  us. 
And  I  prayed  for  this  swiftly  and 
I  laid  my  hand  upon  his  head  and 
the  plague  departed  from  him  and 
the  evil  wind  was  gone  and  he 
lived". 

STORY     OF     ANCIENT     SCROLLS 

This  is  the  story  of  Abraham's 
and  Sarah's  sojourn  in  Egypt  as 
recorded  and  now  translated  from 
one  of  the  ancient  scrolls.  It  fully 
confirms  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
account  which  states  that  Abraham 
was  following  God's  counsel. 
Furthermore,  it  supports  the  Mor- 
mon belief  that  the  Lord  protected 
Sarah  as  well  as  Abraham  while 
they  were  in  the  land  of  the 
Pharaohs. 

This  recent  translation  also  brings 
to  light  some  additional  details 
which  are  significant  in  that  they, 
too,  confirm  the  accuracy  of  the 
account  in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 


The  Bible  account,  in  Genesis, 
makes  no  mention  of  the  fact  that 
Egypt  was  the  land  of  the  sons  of 
Ham  (Abraham  1:21).  This  fact 
is  similarly  indicated  in  the 
Apocryphal  Genesis  scroll. 

Another  item  may  be  worthy  of 
mention.  The  Bible  account  in 
Genesis  mentions  only  one  altar 
made  by  Abraham  on  which  he 
offered  burnt  offerings.  The  Pearl 
of  Great  Price  and  the  Apocryphal 
Genesis  record  from  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls,  both  refer  to  two. 

One  of  the  most  dynamic  con- 
cepts of  the  Restored  Church  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  9th  Article  of  Faith  : 

"We  believe  all  that  God  has 
revealed,  all  that  he  does  now  reveal, 
and  we  believe  that  he  will  yet  reveal 
many  great  and  important  things 
pertaining  to    the    Kingdom    of   God". 

Indeed  we  are  seekers  of  truth. 
We  know  that  only  the  truth  can 
make  us  and  the  world  free.  These 
new  and  revealing  facts  from  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls  constitute  another 
testimony  from  the  dust  that  the 
plan  of  salvation  is  the  same  yester- 
day,  today   and    tomorrow. 


(The  Message  of  the  Scrolls"  is  a 
recent  book  by  Yigael  Yadin  deal- 
ing with  the  Apocryphal  Genesis. 
Published  by  Simon  and  Schuster, 
New  York.) 
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rilHE   Church   of  Jesus   Christ    of 
■*-     Latter-day  Saints  rests  its  case 
squarely   and   without   equivocation, 
on  the  principle  of  revelation. 

This  principle,  as  taught  by  the 
church,  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
teachings  of  the  great  churches  of 
the  world.  For  eighteen  hundred 
years  man  has  denied  the  revelations 
of  God,  and  is  still  stubbornly 
oblivious  to  the  multiplicity  of 
evidences — that  the  heavens  have 
been  opened  and  God  is  again  try- 
ing to  reach  His  children  with  a 
warning  message. 


false  prophets,  which  come  to  you 
in  sheep's  clothing,  hut  inwardly 
they  are  ravening  wolves"  (Matthew 
7:15-16).  And  then  in  accurate  por- 
trayal of  what  has  happened  in 
ihese  latter  times  He  warns,  "Not 
every  one  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord, 
Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven;  hut  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.  Many  will  say  to  me  in 
that  day.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not 
prophesied  in  thy  name"!  and  in  thy 
name  have  cast  out  devils!  and  in 
thy     name    done    many    wonderful 


Not  After  Man... 


It  seems  such  a  pity  that  so  many 
marvellous  truths  should  be  en- 
joyed by  so  few,  and  how  sad  in- 
deed that  man  goes  his  own  un- 
guided  way,  allowing  his  mind  to 
be  blinded  by  the  craftiness  of  men. 

There  is  one  principle  of  life  that 
our  Eternal  Father  will  not  change, 
even  though  the  entire  world 
becomes  corrupted  and  utterly 
annihilates  itself,  and  that  is,  man's 
free  agency.  God  will  not  force  his 
revelations  on  the  world.  Man 
must  choose  for  himself,  and  with- 
out a  positive  faith  in  this  principle, 
even  though  he  may  be  ever  so 
righteous,  and  be  ever  so  great,  God 
will  not  reveal  His  will  to  him. 
*         *         * 

We  find  ourselves,  as  a  church, 
standing  practically  alone  in  the 
declaration  that  God  and  Heavenly 
Messengers,  have  and  do,  reveal  the 
mind  and  will  of  our  Father  in 
Heaven.  There  have  been  a  few- 
other  claims  to  divine  manifestation, 
but  the  nature  and  results  have  not 
been  in  harmony  with  scriptural 
experiences  and  teachings.  They,  as 
we,  must  undergo  the  test,  for  the 
Master  Himself,  speaking  of  the  last 
davs  said,  "For  there  shall  arise 
false  Christs,  and  false  prophets, 
and  shall  shew  great  signs  and 
wonders;  insomuch  that,  if  it  were 
possible,  they  shall  deceive  the  very 
elect"  (Matthew  24  :24).  The  Saviour 
also  gave  us  the  key  to  determine 
how  not  to  be  deceived,  "Beware  of 


works!  And  then  will  I  profess  unto 

them,    1    never    knew    you;    depart 

from    me,    ve    that    work    iniquity 

(Matthew  7:21-23). 

*         *         * 

As  I  read  and  hear  the  criticism, 
hurled  against  us  in  this  beautiful 
land,  and  realize  all  that  is  said 
stems  from  disbelief  in  the  revela- 
tions of  God,  I  have  a  great  desire  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  save  this  people  from  the 
condemnation  that  will  surely  come 
if  they  do  not  repent,  for  as  I  live. 
I  bear  witness  to  them,  that  these 
words  come  through  direct  revela- 
tion from  the  Saviour  of  the  world: 
"Wherefore  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is 
unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  that  all 
that  will  hear  may  hear;  Prepare  ye, 
prepare  ye  for  that  which  is  to 
come,  for  the  Lord  is  nigh;  And  the 
anger  of  the  Lord  is  kindled,  and 
his  sword  is  bathed  in  heaven,  and 
it  shall  fall  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth"  (D.  &C.  1:11-13).  Who 
can  deny  the  strength  and  power  of 
this   solemn   warning? 

It  is  heartening  to  note  that,  in 
recent  years,  some  of  the  world's 
nrominent  writers  and  thinkers, 
have  spoken  of  Divine  Revelation 
as  the  only  solution  to  our  inter- 
national problems.  The  following 
statement  bv  Bruce  Barton  is 
indicative  of  this:  "For  hundreds  of 
years  the  world  has  been  held  back 
because  theologians  contended  that 
God   has   put   all   he  knew    in   one 
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single  old  book  and  never  sent  fresh 
revelation  to  men".  Modern  reli- 
gion is  scientific  in  its  attitude  of 
eager  searching  in  prayer,  "Oh  God, 
give  us  more  and  more  truth,  for 
we  know  that  Thy  revelation  of 
Thyself  was  not  complete  and 
closed  in  the  distant  past,  but  con- 
tinues, and  will  always  continue." 
*         *         * 

A  few  days  ago  a  young  mission- 
ary, when  asked  how  he  felt  about 
coming  so  far  and  to  a  strange  land 
to  preach  the  gospel,  replied,  "I 
feel  great;  in  the  few  weeks  since 
leaving  home  I  have  discovered  that 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  as 
taught  by  the  Latter-day  Saints, 
needs  no  apologies."  "There  was  a 
time,"  he  went  on  to  say,  "When  I 
felt  to  apologize  for  my  belief,  but 
never  again.  I  have  come  to 
realize  that  we  have  something.  I 
know  the  church  is  true ! "  What 
caused  the  change?  Perhaps  the 
explanation  can  be  found  in  the 
word  of  Paul.  "But  I  certify  you, 
brethren,  that  the  gospel  which  was 
preached  of  me  is  not  after  man. 
For  1  neither  received  it  of  man, 
neither  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  (Gala- 
tians  1  :  11-12). 

Yes,  the  church  is  true,  because  it 
was  founded  on  revelation.  Upon 
his  knees,  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
just  a  lad.  prayed  for  light  .  .  .  and 


As  members  of  the  church  we 
subscribe  whole  heartedly  to  this 
counsel;  "Wherefore,  meaning  the 
church,  thou  shall  give  heed  unto 
all  his  words  and  commandments 
which  he  shall  give  unto  you  as  he 
receiveth  them,  walking  in  all 
holiness  before  me;  For  his  word 
ye  shall  receive,  as  if  from  mine 
own  mouth,  in  all  patience  and 
faith"  (D.  &  C.  21:4-5). 


We  believe  with  every  fibre  of  our 
being  that  every  president  of  the 
church  has  been  a  prophet,  seer  and 
revelator  .  .  .  each  playing  an 
important  role  during  his  life.  Not 
only  did  they  reveal  light  and  truth, 
but  it  seemed  that  each  came  into 
office  at  a  time  when  they  were 
needed.  When  I  read  the  history  of 
the  Church,  I  marvel  at  the  wisdom 
of  God  in  choosing  His.  leaders. 
Joseph  Smith — "revelator",  Brigham 
Young — "colonizer",  John  Taylor — 
"expounder  of  scripture",  Wilford 
Woodruff — "man  of  great  faith", 
Lorenzo  Snow — "freed  the  church 
from  debt",  Joseph  Smith — "unity 
and  family  ties",  Heber  J.  Grant — 
"commandments-diplomat",  George 
Albert  Smith — "love  the  Lord  and 
our  neighbour",  David  O.  McKay — 
"missionary,  family  soliditary  and 
builder". 


But  Revelation 
of  Jesus  Christ 


light  came.  From  that  day  to  this, 
truth  has  poured  down  from 
Heaven.  We  believe  in  continuous 
revelation,  and  when  the  church 
ceases  to  have  revelation,  then  we 
cease  to  be  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  believe  and  bear  witness  that 
Joseph  Smith  is  a  "seer,  a  translator, 
a  prophet,  an  apostle  of  Jesus 
Christ,  an  elder  of  the  church, 
through  the  will  of  God  the  Father 
and  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ"   (D.  &  C.   21  :1V 


by  Pres.  GLEN  G.   FISHER 

These  men  are  men  of  God.  Their 
teachings  are  not  of  men,  but  of 
God. 

*         *         * 

What  message  does  revelation 
have  for  us  individually?  From  the 
pen  of  one  of  these  men  of  God 
we  have  these  lines,  "Every  per- 
son may  receive  inspiration  or 
revelation,  provided  that  they  are 
able  to  hear  the  voice  of  God.  When 
God  speaks,  some  of  us  fail  so  to 
live  as  to  understand  the  message 
that  comes  from  eternity.     I  know 
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some  people  say,  'Well,  how  can  I 
so  conduct  my  life  as  to  be 
responsive  to  the  messages  from  the 
unseen  world?'  " 

"There  is  an  old  illustration,  a 
high  school  illustration,  that  bears 
on  this  subject.  We  may  take  a 
roll  of  soft  iron,  and  place  it  with 
some  iron  filings,  without  apparently 
causing  any  change;  the  rod  is  not 
magnetic;  but  if  we  wrap  that  rod 
of  iron  with  a  wire  carrying  an 
electric  current,  it  becomes  a 
magnet.  Though  the  rod  has  not 
changed,  in  shape  and  width  and 
length,  it  has  undergone  a  deep 
change.  It  has  become  changed  so 
that  it  attracts  iron  filings  or  what- 
ever else  is  subject  to  magnetic 
action.  Just  so,  if  we,  men  and 
women,  could  wrap  ourselves  in 
obedience  to  God's  law,  live  as  we 
should  live,  a  wonderful  change  is 
effected  in  us,  and  we,  too,  can 
then  hear  the  messages  of  the  un- 
seen    world.       The      principle     of 


revelation  and  fitness  for  revelation, 
should  be  remembered  by  all  of  our 
people,  by  you,  by  me,  and  by  all  of 
us." 

"The  Lord  wants  to  speak  to  us; 
he  wants  to  guide  us;  He  wants  us 
to  hear.  His  Holy  Spirit  permeates 
the  universe,  touches  every  heart, 
and  if  it  is  permitted,  will  carry 
messages  to  us  from  the  throne  of 
God". 

Finally  we  give  you  the  words  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  These 
words  bear  record  of  the  need  and 
urgency  of  revelation  in  the  church 
and  in  our  own  individual  lives. 
"Salvation  cannot  come  without 
revelation;  it  is  in  vain  for  anyone 
to  minister  without  it.  No  man  is  a 
mnister  of  Jesus  Christ  without 
being  a  prophet.  No  man  can  be 
a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  except  he 
has  the  testimony  of  Jesus;  and  this 
is  the  spirit  of  prophecy". 


I  would  that  all  men  would  be- 
lieve  in    these   things. 

"There  is  another  thing  to  be 
remembered.  'How  can  I,  a  poor 
human  being,  distinguish  between 
an  impression  from  God  and  an 
impression  from  an  evil  source?' 
The  devil  is  always  ready  to 
deceive  us.  The  test  of  truth,  given 
us  is  very  simple,  and  easily  under- 
stood. When  an  impression  comes, 
call  it  inspiration  or  revelation, 
compare  it  with  the  words  that 
issue  from  the  mouth  of  the  prophet 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
church.  Then,  if  your  impression 
is  in  harmony  with  his  expressed 
words,  it  is  from  God.  If  it  runs 
counter  to  the  prophet's  teachings. 
your  impression  is  from  an  evil 
source". 


Continued  from  page  31 

"Thou  fool,  that  shall  say;  A 
Bible,  we  have  got  a  Bible,  and  we 
need  no  more  Bible.  Have  ye 
obtained  a  Bible  save  it  were  by  the 
Jews?  Wherefore  because  that  ye 
have  a  Bible  ye  need  not  suppose 
that  it  contains  all  my  words; 
neither  need  ye  suppose  that  I  have 
not  caused  more  to  be  written,  For 
I  command  all  men,  both  in  the 
east  and  in  the  west,  and  in  the 
north,  and  in  the  south,  and  in  the 
islands  of  the  sea,  that  they  shall 
write  the  words  which  I  speak  unto 
them;  for  out  of  the  books  which 
shall  be  written  I  will  judge  the 
world,  every  man  according  to  that 
which  is  written  .  .  .  and  I  shall  also 
speak  unto  all  nations  of  the  earth 
and  they  shall  write  it."  (Book  of 
Mormon,   2    Nephi    6,    10,    12). 

I  can  think  of  no  greater  way  to 
honour  our  Father  than  to  heed  all 
the  words  that  he  speaks  and  not 
only  a  portion  of  them  nor  can  I 
think  of  anything  that  would  please 
Him  more  than  to  see  his  children 
grow  in  intelligence  and  light  day  by 
day. 

I  am  grateful  to  be  a  member  of 
an  organization  that  believes  "all 
that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He 
does  now  reveal  and  that  He  will 
yet  reveal  many  great  and  wonder- 
ful   things".  — K.M. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S 


PRESIDENT     GLEN    G.    FISHER 


AS  I  thumbed  through  my  note- 
book a  few  days  ago,  I  came 
across  a  letter  written  about  ten 
years  ago  by  a  lovely  lady  who, 
with  her  husband  and  family,  was 
investigating  the  gospel.  It  tells  its 
own  story  of  hope,  desire  and 
courage. 

Many  of  our  C.S.M.  readers 
throughout  our  mission  will  warm 
to  the  feelings  and  experiences  of 
this  fine  lady  because  I  am  sure 
they  depict  similar  feelings  and 
experiences  of  your  own  as  you 
were  introduced  to  the  gospel. 
Dear  President  Fisher: 

We  feel  we  have  come  a  long  way 
since  we  were  first  introduced  to  our 
classes.  We  love  to  have  the  elders 
and  look  forward  to  our  study 
classes  each  Wednesday.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  we  have  another 
two  families  interested  now.  One 
of  them  has  joined  with  us  for 
study  classes,  which  we  still  have 
on  Wednesday  evening.  One  of  our 
friends  has  read  the  entire  Book  of 
Mormon,  and  is  now  starting  on  it 
for  the  second  time.  He  tells  us 
he  has  never  enioyei  reading  a  book 
so  much  in  his  life  and  is  very 
interested  in  all  the  teachings  of  the 
church. 

Jack,  Mickev  and  myself  attend 
Sunday  School  and  evening  service 
every  Sunday,  and  honestly,  we  love 
going.  For  the  first  time  in  our 
lives  we  want  to  be  there  and  look 
forward  to  our  Sundays.  We  feel 
that  we  have  found  in  this  church 
just  what  we  need,  and  are  earnestly 
striving  to  attain  the  goals  set  forth 
by  the  church.  We  want  to  be 
baDtized  and  are  striving  towards 
this  end. 

Giving  up  tea  and  coffee  is  not 
difficult,  as  at  one  time  we  thought 
it  would  be.  But,  there  are  still 
other    habits    we    must    overcome. 


However,  in  giving  these  up  we  feel 
that  is  the  least  important,  we  want 
to  be  sure  we  can  live  in  accordance 
with  God's  holy  word,  live  His 
commandments  and  be  true 
Christians  or  else  all  would  be  lost. 
Remember  us  in  your  prayers,  we 
have  come  a  long  way,  but  there  is 
still  much  to  be  done,  although  we 
do  know  we  have  found  the  true 
gospel. 

We  attended  a  baptismal  and 
confirmation  last  night  and  we  felt 
and  knew  that  our  little  church  was 
transformed.  We  actually  felt  the 
presence  of  a  divine  spirit.  Now 
we  know  and  have  truly  felt  that 
God  does  indeed  live.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  wondeful  moments  of 
my  life  to  actually  feel  that  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  us  at 
that  time.  Now  we  feel  more  sure 
than  ever,  we  must  live  a  good  clean 
life,  so  that  one  day  this  great 
joy  may  be  ours.  We  want  it  so 
much. 


OBITUARY 

A  NOTHER  pioneer  of  the 
■£*-  South  African  Mission, 
Brother  Stephanus  Johannes 
Paulus  Brummer,  passed  away 
in  Boksburg,  February  6,  1958. 

Brother  Brummer  has  been 
a  stalwart  member  of  the 
church  for  43  years  and  during 
that  time  has  become  beloved 
by  those  who  have  resided  in 
the  Transvaal   district. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  members  of  the 
family  and  pray  that  they 
might  be  assured  of  a  just  and 
loving  Father  in  Heaven. 
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THE  greatest  threat  to  the  free- 
dom of  mankind  is  not  Com- 
munism, or  any  other  "ism";  rather 
it  is  the  inclination  in  men  to  fol- 
low the  path  of  least  resistance. 
Every  day  each  individual  is  faced 
with  decisions  that  either  lead  him 
to  enjoy  a  greater  degree  of  free- 
dom, or  to  suffer  greater  bondage 
or  slavery. 

Often  because  of  laziness,  indif- 
ference, or  perhaps  bitterness,  we 
do  not  accept  some  responsibility 
that  is  rightfully  ours.  We  feel  that 
the  burden  of  it  is  too  great  and 
so  we  hesitate  to  accept  it ...  .  little 
realizing  that  our  choice  will  ulti- 
mately bring  upon  us  a  far  greater 
burden.  Consider  the  following 
illustration. 

A  group  of  slaves  were  given  the 
responsibility  of  transporting  some 
goods  over  a  considerable  distance. 
Part  of  these  goods  were  to  be  pick- 
up along  the  way.  The  packs  were 
prepared  and  each  slave  was  in- 
vited to  choose  the  pack  he  would 
carry  for  the  rest  of  the  journey. 
Naturally  there  was  a  great  rush 
for  the  lighter  burdens.  However, 
one  wise  old  slave  was  ridiculed  by 
his  companions  because  he  delibe- 
rately picked  up  the  heaviest  bun- 
dle there  was.  His  wisdom  soon 
became  apparent.  He  had  picked 
the  food  pack  and  it  grew  lighter 
every  day  until  it  was  the  lightest. 
The  other  slaves  were  obliged  to 
carry  not  only  their  original  load 
but  also  the  goods  that  they  pickea 
up  as  they  went  along.  These  slaves 
learned  the  important  lesson  that 
it  is  better  to  carry  a  heavy  burden 
for  a  short  distance  than  a  steadily 
increasing  one  for  a  long  way. 

Thus  it  is  with  the  choices  that 
we  are  faced  with  in  the  gospel.  If 
we  accept  the  burden  of  our  re- 
sponsibility, no  matter  how  heavy 


it  is,  we  will  find  that  it  becomes 
lighter.  If  we  try  to  follow  the  path 
of  least  resistance  we  will  even- 
tually be  forced  to  bear  an  even 
greater  burden.  Let  us  apply  this 
idea  to  one  of  the  gospel  principles 
to  illustrate  how  it  can  be  applied 
to  all  of  them. 

If  you  live  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
you  must  put  forth  an  effort,  you 
must  must  accept  the  heavier  bur- 
den.   However,  after  you  make  this 


Upon    oou 


effort  the  habit  will  be  broken  and 
it  will  become  easy.  If  you  do  not 
make  this  effort  you  become  more 
addicted.  You  will  lose  confidence 
in,  and  respect  for  yourself,  which 
will  have  an  adverse  effect  on  your 
personality.  This  in  turn  will  de- 
prive you  of  certain  achievements 
you  might  have  made.  Your  free- 
dom is  curtailed  already.  You  will 
not  be  worthy  to  be  advanced  in 
the  Priesthood  and  receive  the 
attendant  blessings.  Your  testi- 
mony will  be  weaker,  opening  the 
door  to  Satan  to  lead  you  into  other 
temptations.  You  will  lose  the 
peace  and  contentment  that  one 
receives  from  a  strong  testimony. 
Eventually  you  will  not  be  as 
healthy   as  you  mighi  have  been; 
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curtailing  your  activities  and  ac- 
complishments in  all  spheres  of 
life.  These  and  other  factors  will 
add  up  to  a  tremendous  burden 
that  you  will  be  forced  to  carry. 
Now  you  have  no  choice.  You  have 
lost  your  freedom  to  this  extent 
because  you  made  a  choice  with 
this  inevitable  penalty. 
Someone  might  ask,  "What  about 
the  principle  of  repentance? "  In 
order  to  repent  of  your  wrong  at 
this  stage  it  would  be  necessary 
for  you  to  accept  the  burden  you 
were  originally  faced  with  as  well 
as  the  one  you  have  made.  If  you 
did  so  they  would  grow  lighter  and 
you  could  regain  what  was  lost,  but 
it  would  require  far  greater  effort 
than  would  have  been  necessary 
when  you  made  the  original  choice. 
If  you  couldn't  make  the  right 
choice  then,  what  makes  you  think 
you  could  when  it  is  far  more  dif- 
ficult. 

Let  us  look  on  the  other  extreme 
and  see  what  the  right  choice  can 
lead  to.  If  we  put  forth  the  effort 
to  do  the  right  thing  whenever  a 


choice  is  necessary,  it  would  be- 
come easier,  and  eventually  we 
would  lose  all  desire  to  do  wrong 
if  we  persisted.  This  would  be  com- 
plete freedom.  We  could  do  any- 
thing we  wanted  with  no  conse- 
quences because  we  wouldn't  want 
to  do  anything  wrong.  It  wouldn't 
be  a  burden  to  do  the  right  thing 
because  we  would  have  lost  all  de- 
sire to  do  otherwise.  This  would  be 
the  joy  and  blessing  of  being  per- 
fect. This  is  why  God  has  all  power 
and  can  do  anything  he  desires  to 
do.  He  has  absolutely  no  desire  to 
do  anything  wrong. 

This  is  what  we  would  accom- 
plish if  we  followed  Christ's  ad- 
monition to  be  perfect  as  God  is 
perfect.  This  is  the  fullest  intent 
and  meaning  to  his  words  when  he 
said,  "Take  my  yoke  upon  you  .  .  . 
for  my  yoke  is  easy  and  my  burden 
ligrht". 

This  complete  freedom  will  be 
ours  if  we  will  pay  the  price  and 
the  price,  is  that  of  being  willing 
to  accept  every  burden  that  the 
Lord  places  upon  us. 


NEW  MISSION  COUNSELLOR 


Word  has  been  received  from  the 
First  Presidency  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Elder  Merlin  D.  Caldwell 
to  the  position  of  second  counsellor 
to  President  Glen  G.  Fisher  of  tht 
South  African  Mission.  He  suc- 
ceeds Elder  Larry  E.  Dahl  who  has 
returned  home. 

Elder  Caldwell  is  the  son  of  Elder 
and  Mrs.  E.  Dahl  Caldwell  of 
Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada  and 
represents  the  Cardston  First  Ward 
of  the  Alberta  Stake  where  he  spent 
many  active  years  before  receiving 
his  call  to  South  Africa. 

The  new  second  cousellor,  who 
resumed  his  duties  1st  March  1958. 
has  behind  him,  many  months  of 
outstanding  missionary  labours. 
Arriving  in  the  Union  5th  April 
1956,  he  laboured  in  the  West  Rand. 
Welkom,  Pietermartizburg  and 
Northern  Rhodesia.  He  presided  as 
branch  president  and  supervising 
elder  in  Welkom  and  as  supervising 
elder  in  Northern  Rhodesia  prior  to 
his  coming  to  Cape  Town. 
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President   Fisher, 

for  which  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  a  satisfactory  answer 
from  the  literature  I  have.  It  is 
.on  the  \2l st  section  of  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  verses  19-22,  "Wo 
unto  them;  because  they  have 
offended  my  little  ones  they  shall  be 
severed  from  the  ordinances  of  mine- 
house.  Their  basket  shall  not  be 
full,  their  houses  and  their  barns 
shall  perish,  and  they  themselves 
shall  be  despised  by  those  that 
flattered  them.  They  shall  not  have 
right  to  the  priesthood,  nor  their 
posterity  after  them  from  generation 
to  generation.  It  had  been  better 
for  them  that  a  millstone  had  been 
hanged  about  their  necks,  and  they 
drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  sea", 
especially  verse  22  concerning 
posterity  not  holding  the  priesthood. 
This  question  has  been  asked  by  an 
investigator,  who  is  not  finding  fault 
but  is  trying  to  gain  a  fuller  under- 
standing of  the  gospel. 


In  answer  to  your  question,  I  am 
pleased  to  make  the  following  com- 
ments. First  of  all,  of  course,  it  is 
important  that  we  realize  the 
purpose  for  which  this  revelation 
was  given.  The  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  had  been  in  Liberty  Gaol  as 
a  prisoner  for  a  number  of  months, 
and  during  this  time  the  Saints  were 
suffering  untold  hardship.  It  was 
nlmost  more  than  the  Prophet  could 
bear,  and  he  cried  out  to  the  Lord, 
in  the  agony  of  his  soul,  to  know 
the  reason. 

To  give  you  some  idea,  of  the 
terrible  crimes  committed  against 
this  neon'e.  I  will  give  you  a  few  of 
the  Prophet's  descriptions  of  these 
things.  In  speaking  of  the  mob  he 
said,  "The  inhumanity  and  murder- 
ous dispostion  of  this  people.  It 
shocks    all    nature:    it   beggars    and 


defies  all  description,  it  is  a  tale  of 
woe.  a  lamentaMe  tale,  gay  and 
sorrowful  as  well,  too  much  to  tell, 
too  much  for  contemplation,  too 
much  for  human  beings,  it  cannot 
be  found  among  heathens,  it  can- 
not be  found  among  the  nations 
where  kings  and  tyrants  are  en- 
throned, it  cannot  be  found  among 
the  savages  of  the  wilderness,  yea, 
and  I  think  it  cannot  be  found 
among  the  wild  and  ferocious  beasts 
of  the  forest — that  man  should  be 
mangled  for  sport!  Woman  be 
robbed  of  all  that  they  have,  their 
last  morsel  for  sustenance,  and  then 
be  violated  to  gratify  the  hellish 
desires  of  the  mob,  and  finally  left 
to  perish  with  their  helpless  off- 
soring  clinging  around  their  necks. 
But  this  is  not  all.  After  a  man  is 
dead,  he  must  be  dug  up  from  his 
grave,  mangled  to  pieces,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  gratify  their 
spleen  against  the  religion  of  God. 
They  practice  these  things  on  the 
Saints  who  have  done  them  no 
wrong,  who  are  innocent  and 
virtuous,  who  love  the  Lord  their 
God,  and  were  willing  to  forsake 
all   things   for  Christ's   sake.   These 
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are  awful  to  relate,  but  they  are 
verily  true.  It  must  needs  be  that 
offenses  come,  but  woe  unto  them 
by  whom  they  come." 

The  Prophet  now  begins  his 
supplication  to  the  Lord.  The  first 
few  verses  are  expressions  used  by 
David  in  the  Old  Testament,  when 
he  says,  "He  made  darkness  his 
hiding  place;  his  pavilion  round 
about  him;  darkness  of  waters. 
Thick  clouds  of  skies."  (Psalms 
18:11).  The  Prophet  Joseph,  by 
using  this  grand  poetic  conception, 
entreats  the  Lord  to  manifest  him- 
self in  his  power,  for  the  salvation 
of  the  Saints  from  their  enemies. 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith  in  speaking 
about  this  section  has  this  to  say, 
"Can  a  Prophet  of  God  pray  for 
vengeance?  David  could.  Wrongs 
must  be  righted  before  the  reign  of 
perfect  justice  can  prevail.  It  is 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  gospel 
to  ask  God  to  execute  justice  in 
behalf  of  his  people.  It  is  contrary 
to  the  gospel  for  man  to  take 
vengeance  into  his  own  hands,  but 
not  to  pour  out  his  soul's  bitterness 
under  injustice  and  wrongs,  before 
God  in  prayer." 

In  verse  7,  of  this  section,  the 
Lord  answers  the  prayer  of  the 
Prophet,  and  tells  him  of  the 
punishment  that  will  come  to  the 
wicked  mobocrats,  who  are  vile  and 
wicked  men.  These  verses  are  quite 
clear  and,  I  believe,  if  we  had  in 
our  possession  the  record  of  these 
men  and  their  posterity,  we  would 
find  that  this  punishment  has  come 
to  them. 

I  recall  while  on  my  mission  to 
the  Northern  States,  I  met  one  day 
with  an  elderly  gentleman  who  was 
very  well  acquainted  with  church 
history.  He  told  me  th<s,  and  I  have 
never  forgotten  it.  He  said,  that 
the  men  who  were  resDonsible  for 
the  martyrdom  of  the  Prophet  and 
his  brother  Hyrum.  all  died  a  most 
untimelv  and  terrible  death.  He  was 
personally  acquainted  with  some  of 
their  families,  and  told  me  of  one 
man    in    particular,    who   following 


this  incident,  discovered  that  he  had 
cancer  and,  according  to  this  gentle- 
man, died  by  inches,  suffering 
untold  agony  as  his  flesh  wasted 
away,  being  tormented  by,  not  only 
physical  pain,  but  also  through  the 
knowledge  that  he  had  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  about  the 
death  of  a  Prophet  of  the  Lord. 

The  little  ones,  spoken  of  in  verse 
19,  are  faithful  members  of  the 
church,  who  had  been  offended  by 
the  mobs.  It  would  seem  that  these 
verses  are  quite  clear  and  I  am  sure 
that  if  you  read  them  in  the  light 
that  I  have  suggested,  that  there  can 
be  no  question  as  to  the  meaning. 
To  be  denied  the  ordinances  of  the 
Temple,  as  suggested  in  verse  19  and 
also  the  Priesthood,  as  suggested  in 
verse  21,  is  almost  comparable  to  the 
curse,  that  was  placed  upon  Cain, 
when  he  killed  his  brother,  Abel.  Our 
church  has  never  felt  to  be  bitter 
about  these  persecutions,  or  the 
driving  of  the  Saints  from  the  East, 
to  the  valleys  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  but  the  fact  remains, 
that  the  great  many  atrocities  that 
were  committed  against  an  innocent 
people,  cannot,  in  the  justice  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  go  unnoticed.  We 
are  not  the  judges,  nor  do  we 
condemn.  Judgment  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord,  and  we,  who  are 
descendants  of  that  great  pioneer 
people,  are  content  to  rest  our  case 
with  complete  confidence  that  the 
Lord's  will,  will  be  done. 

There  is  another  thing  that  I 
might  mention,  which  has  to  do  with 
this  revelation  from  the  Lord,  and 
it  is  in  connection  with  the  city  of 
Nauvoo.  Nauvoo  is  located  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  River  and 
potentially  should  be  a  great  city, 
but  on  the  contrary,  it  has  remained, 
over  the  years,  rather  dormant.  I 
visited  there  during  my  mission  and 
was  very  much  impressed  with  the 
beauty  of  the  country,  but  the  city 
itself  is  just  a  shell.  It  is  easy  to 
imagine,  however,  that  during  the 
time   the   Saints  lived    there    that   it 
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could  have  been,  in  very  deed, 
Nauvoo  the  Beautiful.  The  little 
town  of  Carthage  hasn't  grown  very 
much  over  the  years  and  it's  people, 
I  was  told  while  there,  arc  very 
much  disillusioned  and  embittered 
toward  life. 

However,  I  understand  that  our 
missionaries  are  now  going  into  this 
area  and  are  meeting  with  some  suc- 
cess. Perhaps  sometime  the  Lord 
will  take  away  from  this  people  the 
curse,  providing  they  repent. 
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1  trust  this  explanation  will  be 
satisfactory  in  helping  you  to  en- 
lighten your  investigator  on  this 
matter. 

Uotpel  questions  often  go  un- 
answered. If  you  have  n  question  for 
which  you  cannot  find  a  suitable 
answer  and  you  feel  it  would  be  of 
interest  to  the  members  of  the  South 
African  Mission,  we  ask  you  to  sub- 
in  it  it  to  this  office.  Write  out  the 
question  as  clearly  as  possible  and 
address  it  to  President  Glen  G.  Fisher. 
President  Fisher  will  try  to  answer 
you  monthly  in  this  column. 
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ENLISTMENT    PROGRAMME 


A,S  we  all  know,  the  objective 
of  the  Sunday  School  is  to 
teach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  every  member  of  the  church. 

For  one  reason  or  another,  we 
find  that  there  are  many  of  our 
number  who  do  not  attend  our 
Sunday  School  classes  and  hence, 
they  cannot  learn  through  them. 
For  this  reason,  the  General  Board 
of  the  Sunday  School  has  insti- 
gated what  is  known  as  "The  En- 
listment Programme". 

This  programme  is  designed  to: 

1.  See  that  contact  is  made 
with  the  active  member  who 
is  absent  for  any  cause  and 
that  he  is  advised  of  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  missed  at 
Sunday  School. 

2.  See  that  the  inactive  mem- 
bers are  visited  periodically 
and  influenced  to  attend  Sun- 
day School. 

To  have  this  plan  work  effec- 
tively, the  teacher  must  be  per- 
sonally familiar  with  all  the  names 
of  members  enrolled  in  the  class 
and  each  week  make  assignments 
among  the  active  members  of  the 
class   to  visit  or  phone  those  who 


By  Elder  L.  E.  DAHL 

do  not  attend  and  invite  them  out 
to  Sunday  School.  It  may  also 
help  if  they  offer  to  come  around 
and  call  for  them.  This  way  the 
person  who  is  not  in  the  habit  of 
attending  Sunday  School  will  not 
feel  as  strange  as  he  would  if  just 
left  on  his  own  initiative  to  come. 
It  only  takes  a  few  minutes  of 
ones  time  to  contact  one  of  the 
members  of  a  class  and  in  a  spirit 
of  love  and  kindness  encourage 
their  attendance  at  Sunday 
School. 

When  we  think  about  it,  we  are 
our  brother's  keeper,  and  often  the 
smallest  kindness  or  word  of  love 
can  bring  an  indifferent  member 
back  into  full  activity.  Is  it  worth 
it?  What  if  that  indifferent  per- 
son were  you  or  me?  Perhaps  we 
would  love  to  reactivate  ourselves 
but  would  feel  too  strange  going 
on  our  own.  I'm  sure  we  would 
welcome  someone  to  invite  us  to 
come  along  with  them. 

With  these  things  in  mind.  Sun- 
day School  officers  and  teachers 
let    us    organize    an    "Enlistment 
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programme"  within  our  Sunday 
Schools.  "Remember  the  worth  of 
souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God; 

And  how  great  is  His  joy 

in  the  soul  that  repenteth!  And 
if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labour 
all  the  days  in  crying  repentance 
unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save 
it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how  great 
shall  be  your  joy  with  Him  in  the 
Kingdom  of  my  Father!"  (D.C.  18: 


10,  13,  15.) 

One  member  of  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendency  should 
be  in  charge  of  the  enlistment 
programme  within  the  branch,  and 
see  that  each  class  carries  out  this 
work.  The  teacher  of  each  class 
could  choose  a  class  president  who 
in  turn  could  choose  two  counsel- 
lors and  a  secretary  to  look  after 
this  enlistment  work. 


BETTER 

DAYS 

1  -y  /  *.  JL  k_y 

"V^HEN  the  Prophet  Joseph 
™  ™  Smith  inaugurated  the  Relief 
Society  in  1842,  he  opened  the  way, 
for  all  women  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  to 
express  themselves  in  service  to 
their  Father  in  Heaven  and  their 
fellowmen,  thereby  fulfilling  the  two 
greatest  commandments  given  to 
men.  This  auxiliary  offers  much  to 
stimulate  the  mind,  to  satisfy  the 
soul,  giving  peace  of  mind  as  well 
as  great  satisfaction  in  service  to 
others.  This  great  organization 
which  is  such  an  important  factor 
in  my  life,  as  well  as  yours,  is 
necessary  to  our  happiness  and 
fulfillment  as  women  in  the  home, 
as  well  as  in  the  church. 

ORGANIZATION 

Relief  Society  is  composed  of  the 
president,  two  counsellors,  secretary, 
organist,  chorister  and  four  teachers 
who  are  in  charge  of  literature, 
theology,  social  science  and  work 
departments.  There  are  various 
other  officers  who  fall  under  the 
above,  giving  the  women  scope  to 
prove  their  talents  in  various  fields. 
If  we  can  but  realize  that  the  Relief 
Society  was  divinely  inspired 
through  the  Prophet,  and  thereby, 
working  as  an  active  faith  in 
thousands  of  women's  lives,  and 
within  their  homes.  Love  and 
service  are  the  passwords,  bringing 
beyond  measure,  satisfaction  and 
happiness  to  the  spirit. 


by   Sister  L.  Brummer 

BE  FAITHFUL 

Faithful  attendance  and  activity 
are  character  building  and  bring  to 
all  women  who  avail  themselves  of 
this  blessing,  a  sense  of  achieve- 
ment. President  David  O.  McKay 
says  that  women  in  the  church  are 
assigned  the  noble  mission  of  being 
exemplars  and  leaders  to  mankind 
in  the  two  most  worthwhile 
accomplishments  in  mortal  life. 
First,  the  development  of  character 
.  .  .  that  is  done  in  the  home 
principally.  Second,  the  willing- 
ness and  ablity  to  render  helpful 
service  .  .  .  that  through  the 
organized  Relief  Society.  What  a 
weight  of  responsibilty  rests  with 
each  sister  in  the  church,  to  carry 
out  her  duty  both  conscientiously  in 
the  home  and  in  the  church.  If  we 
only  avail  ourselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunities which  are  presented  to  us 
by  the  Relief  Society,  we  will  have 
not  only  the  trust  but  the  blessing 
of  Almighty  God. 
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WELCOMES  ALL 

Each  of  us  possesses  talents,  which 
will  not  only  benefit  ourselves,  but 
our  fellowmen  if  we  will  but  share 
these  talents  with  others.  Relief 
Society  welcomes  both  young  and 
old,  here  is  an  equal  amount  of 
work  and  enjoyment,  for  those  on 
the  threshold  of  life,  as  well  as  those 
in  the  twilight  of  life. 

I  do  testify  to  the  happiness, 
peace  of  mind,  wealth  of  know- 
ledge, love  of  fellowmen,  and  above 
all.  that  wonderful  feeling  of  be- 
longing which  comes  to  one  through 
attendance  and  activity  in  the 
Relief  Society. 

RAMAH  MEMBER 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Ramah 
Relief  Society  and  we  are  the  proud 
possessors  of  a  beautiful  meeting 
place  in  which  one  can  feel  the 
presence  of  the  holy  spirit.  If  for 
one    week    I    do    not    have    contact 


with  the  friendly  and  loving  sisters, 
I  feel  as  if  I  have  been  deprived  of 
a  very  necessary  blessing  in  my  life. 
Inspiration,  unity  and  willingness  to 
work  are  all  found  within  the  Relief 
Society  and  we  should  all  have  a 
sincere  desire  to  support  this  great 
movement  and  important  organiza- 
tion of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 

WORDS  OF  THE  PROPHET 
May  we  women  forever  treasure 
the  words  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  on  that  memorable  day, 
March  17,  1842.  "I  now  turn  the 
key  in  your  bebalf  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  this  society  shall 
rejoice,  and  knowledge  and  in- 
telligence shall  flow  down  from  this 
time  henceforth;  this  is  the  begin- 
ning of  better  days  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  who  shall  be  made  to  rejoice 
and  pour  forth  blessings  on  your 
heads. 


BY  KRISTE  MILLER 

AN  intensive  survey,  in  which 
both  YWMIA  and  Primary 
workers  participated,  has  just  been 
completed.  As  a  result  of  the 
findings  it  was  decided  that  a  change 
will  be  made  in  the  time  of 
graduation  from  Primary  and 
advancement  into  Mutual.  Girls 
will  no  longer  be  graduated  and 
advanced  as  they  turn  twelve.  There 
will  be  only  one  graduation  a  year. 
Girls  will  be  accepted  into  Mutual 
once  a  year  only,  the  first  MIA 
meeting  of  the  year. 

We  realize  that  even  though  this 
change  will  be  appreciated,  it  may 
inconvenience  some  girls  in  the 
beginning.  It  will  be  a  responsibil- 
ity of  the  YWMIA  President  to  see 
that  the  girls  who  have  spent  only 
half    a    year   in    the    beehive    class 


remain  in  the  same  class  for  another 
year,  so  there  will  not  be  some  girls 
advanced  before  others,  the  same 
age.  A  girl  must  have  had  her  12th 
birthday  before  the  beginning  of  the 
new  MIA  year  which  begins 
February  1st. 

We  are  desirous  of  making  your 
MIA  page  as  interesting  as  possible, 
so  if  you  have  an  outstanding  party 
or  a  party  with  clever  decorations 
or  clever  games,  please  give  us  a 
write-up  concerning  it  and  some 
pictures  if  you  possibly  can.  I  am 
sure  there  are  numerous  cameras  in 
your  branch  with  black  and  white 
reproduction  and  flash  attachments. 
This  way  we  can  perhaps  give  ideas 
to  other  branches  and  help  each 
other  in  having  a  more  successful 
MIA. 
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From  Our  Files 


BAPTISMS 

HUTTON,  Melody  Georgia 
(Springs),  b.  Henri  de  C  Hugo,  c. 
Douglas  Hulbert,  Decmber  22, 
1957. 

VAN  COLLER,  Charles   (Durban), 

b.  Charles  I.  van  Coller,  c.  Keith 
L.  Orr,  November  10,  1957. 

HOUTSHOUSEN,  Stephanus  Philli- 
pus  (Springs),  b  Kay  H.  Salmon, 

c.  Jacob  S.  Whitehead,  November 
3,  1957. 

VOLKER,   Christine    (Durban),   b. 

Jesse   L.   Gibb,  c.   Alan   Harker, 

February  2,  1958. 
VOLKER,    Ada   Regina    (Durban), 

b.  Alan  Harker,  c.  Jesse  L.  Gibb, 
February  2,  1958. 

DE       KLERK,       Haldane       Emile 

(Durban)  b.  Grant  L.  Fisher,  c. 

Jesse  L.  Gibb,  February  2,  1958. 
BROTHERTON,        John        Henry 

(Ramah),  b.  L.  'Dean  McCue,  c. 

Gerald   H.   Layton,    February   2, 

1958. 
ROBERTSON,       Rosemary       May 

(Ramah)  b.  Graham  I.  Whidden, 

c.  E.  C.  Orr,  February,  2,  1958. 
FAWDRY,  George  David  (Durban), 

b.  Jesse  L.  Gibb,  c.  Grant  L. 
Fisher,  November  10,  1957. 
GELDENHUYS,  Edwin  Brian 
(Mowbray),  b.  Victor  R.  Burke,  c. 
Clyde  J.  D.  Geldenhuys,  February 
2,  1958. 

BLESSINGS 

HELM,  Nicholas  (Out)  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Hugh  Helm, 
January  5,  1958  by  Brother  Hugh 
Helm. 


ROUX,  Malcolm  Anthony  (Dur- 
ban) son  of  Mr.  and  Sister 
David  Roux,  January  5,  1958  by 
Joseph  M.  Jakins. 

GREER,  Harry  Roy  (Krugersdorp  I 
ton  of  Brother  and  Sister  Harry 
Greer,  February  2,  1958  by  Daniel 
Alvin  Cherrett. 

DE  KLERK,  Karen  Jill  (Durban), 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haldane 

E.  De  Klerk,  February  2,  1958  by 
Grant  L.  Fisher. 

DE       KLERK,       Gregory       Mark 

(Durban)  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Haldane  E.  De  Klerk, 
February  2,  1958  by  Grant  L. 
Fisher. 

MAARTENS,  Karin  Lou  (North 
Western),  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Lionel  Frederick 
Maartens,  December  1,  1957  by 
William  H.  Brummer. 

ORDINATIONS 

COPELAND.  Kenneth  Geoffrey 
Ivor  (Ramah)  ordained  a  deacon, 
December  15,  1957  by  Kenneth 
Sutherland. 

MASSEY  HICKS,  Mirvine  George 

(Ramah)  ordained  a  deacon, 
January  12,  1958  by  Melvin  J. 
Lawlor. 

MEYER,  Gerard  Percival  (Ramah) 
ordained  a  deacon,  January  12, 
1958  by  Kenneth  B.  Chater. 

BURKE,  Victor  Robert  (Mowbray) 
ordained  an  Elder.  February  16, 
1958  by  Larry  E.  Dahl. 
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SMITH,      Richard      Warrington 

(Mowbray)  ordained  an  Elder, 
February  16,  1958  by  Glen  G. 
Fisher. 

BELL,  David  John  (Mowbray), 
ordained  an  elder,  February  15, 
1958  by  Samuel  J.  Rayner. 

PARK.  Walter  Mack  (Mowbray  >. 
ordained  and  elder,  February  16, 
1958  by  Alvin  F.  Park. 

DEATHS 

BRIMMER,  Stephanus  Johannes 
Paulus  of  Boksburg.  Transvaal 
February  6,  1958. 


CORRECTIONS 

LAST  months  copy  should  have 
read:  Elder  Grant  Fisher  of 

Hillspring,  Alberta,  Canada,  has 
been  appointed  Supervising  Elder 
and  District  President  of  the 
Natal  District.  Elder  Grant  Wood  s 
name  was  inserted  in  error. 

Elder  Ray  Stevensen  from  Ray- 
mond, Alberta,  Canada,  was 
appointed  Supervising  Elder  and 
Branch  President  of  the  Welkom 
District. 

Brother  William  Balmer,  Brak- 
pan  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent was  printed  as  Brother  Wil- 
liam Brummer  in  our  January 
issue.  We  convey  our  apologies  to 
Brother  Balmer. 


SAILED  FOR  HOME 


We  bid  farewell  to  seven  elders 
the  past  month,  all  en  route  for 
Alberta,  Canada.  We  express  our 
gratitude  for  their  fine  labours 
and  wish  them  the  choicest  bles- 
sings of  our  Father  in  Heaven  as 
they  adjust  to  the  life  and  labours 
of  home. 

Derril  Clive  Butler,  Cardston, 
Alberta.  Canada.  Laboured  in 
Pretoria.  East  Rand,  Northern, 
Rhodesia,  Durban  Johannesburg 
and  Caoe  Town.  He  served  as 
Supervising  Elder  in  Durban  and 
the  West  Rand.  The  last  few 
weeks  of  his  mission  were  spent 
on  special  assignment  in  Cape 
Town  preparing  a  lesson  plan. 

Douglas  H.  Hartley,  Stirling, 
Alberta.  Canada.  Laboured  in 
West  Rand,  Pietermaritzburg, 
Cape  Town  and  Pretoria.  He 
served  as  Supervising  Elder  in 
Pretoria. 


K.  Grant  Wood,  Cardston  Al- 
berta, Canada.  Laboured  in  West 
Rand,  East  Rand,  and  Welkom. 
He  served  as  Supervising  Elder 
and  Branch  President  in  the  Wel- 
kom district. 

Gaylon  Deronz  Dudley,  Magrath. 
Alberta.  Canada.  Laboured  in 
West  Rand,  Pretoria,  Durban. 
East  London  and  Cape  Town. 
Stanley  Robert  Jones,  Rosemary, 
Alberta,  Canada.  Loboured  in 
East  Rand,  West  Rand.  Pretoria 
and  Port  Elizabeth. 

Larry  E.  Dahl,  Raymond,  Alberta. 
Canada.  Laboured  in  Port  Eliza- 
beth, Cape  Town  and  Salisbury. 
He  served  as  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Cumorah  Southern  Messenger. 
Supervisor  of  the  Sunday  School 
and  YMMIA,  Branch  President 
and  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Salis- 
bury district  and  Second  Counsel- 
continued  on  page  56) 
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Elder   D.    C.    Butler 


Elder  D.  Hartley 


Elder  K.  G.  Wood 


Elder  G<  D.  Dudley 


Elder  S.  R.  Jones  Elder  L.  E.  Dahl 
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MISSIONARY 

....  Transfers 


Elders 

Layton,  Gerald 
Nelson,  Robert 
Wright,  Theron 
Anderson,  Leo 
Wright,  Willis 
Gibb,  Jesse 
Jensen,  Harold 
Whitehead,  James 
Hunt,  Dean 
Lawlor,  Melvin 
Gillette,  James 
Caldwell,  Merlin 
Harper,  Don 
Nelson,  Larry 


From : 

West  Rand 
Pretoria 
West  Rand 
East  Rand 
East  Rand 
Natal 
Pretoria 
West  Rand 
West  Rand 
West  Rand 
East  Rand 
Northern  Rhodesia 
East  London 
Wast  Rand 


To: 

Pretoria 
Port  Elizabeth 
Port  Elizabeth 
West  Rand 
Natal 

Cape  Town 
Southern  Rhodesia 
Northern  Rhodesia 
Southern  Rhodesia 
Southern  Rhodesia 
Pretoria 
Cape  Town 
West  Rand 
Cape  Town 


And  Arrivals 


We  welcome  two  more  local  missionaries  into  the  field.  Sister 
LaVerne  Park  and  Elder  Donn  Park  both  representing  the  Cumorah 
Branch.  We  wish  them  joy  and  happiness  in  their  labours  and  choice 
blessings  from  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

Pilling.  Moyle  H.  from  Leavitt,  Alberta.  Canada. 
Schmidt.   Virgil  Roger  from  Taber.  Alberta.   Canada. 
Conlin,   Frank  LeRoy  from  Taber.  Alberta.  Canada. 
Oler,  Arthur  Jay  from  Stirling,  Alberta,  Canada. 
Svenson,  Kenneth  Alfred  from  Rosemary,  Alberta,  Canada. 
Hippard,  Mervin  Arthur  from  Raymond.  Alberta.  Canada. 
Oviatt,  John  Duane   from    Hartleyville.   Alberta,   Canada. 
Scully,  Robert  Francis  from  Brandon.  Manitoba,  Canada. 
Zemp,  Joseph  Ross  from  Cardston,  Alberta,  Canada. 
Harding.   Glenn  from  Taber,  Alberta.  Canada. 
Park.  Margaret  LaVerne  from  Cape  Town.  C.P.  South  Africa. 
Tagg.   Howard  Robert,   from   Cardston,   Alberta,  Canada. 
Greep.  Wayne   Grant  from   Raymond.   Alberta,   Canada. 
Whitehead.    Ritchie    George,   Claresholm,   Alberta,    Canada. 
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KRUGERSDORP    BRANCH 

Meetings:    Krugersdorp  Town  Hall, 

Lecture  Room. 
Branch    Pres'dent:     Deryck     Vice; 

phone  660-6232. 
Branch    Reporter:      Sister    M.    M. 

Vice. 
Congratulations  to  Sister  and 
Brother  H.  Greer  on  the  arrival  of 
a  lovely  little  baby  boy.  This  baby 
was  named  Harry  Roy  and  was 
blessed  and  named  by  his  father  on 
Sunday  2nd  February.  To  celebrate 
the  occasion,  a  party  was  held  in 
the  Greers  home  in  the  afternoon. 
Bui'ding  Fund  activities  continu3, 


From  Branches 
Far  and  Near 


and  a  successful  cake  sale  was  held 
on  the  20th  February.  The  local 
building  fund  committee  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking, 
most  sincerely,  all  those  branches 
who  have  donated  to  our  fund  and 
assisted  by  selling  bricks  for  us.  A 
personal  letter  of  thanks  will  be 
sent  to  each  branch  in  due  course. 

We  were  visited  this  month  by 
Miss  Ann  Hoffman  of  Salisbury. 
Miss  Hoffman  made  some  firm 
friends  in  this  branch  and  any 
future  visits  by  her  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Welcome  to  our  new  members 
recently  baptized.  Brother  Edgar 
Gordon  Davey,  Sister  Edna  Louw 
and  her  two  children.  We  pray 
that  you  might  find  joy  and  happi- 
ness in  this  new  life. 

Branch  conference  was  held  t.v>e 
16th  Februarv  with  Brother  Daniel 
Pater^on  representing  the  District 
Presidencv.  He  was  also  the  main 
sp^akc"  at  the  evening  sess'on. 


PRETORIA   BR4VCH 
Meetings:  S^nlam  Bu'ldinar.  corner 
of      Andries      and      Pretorius 
Streets. 
Branch  President:     Lionel  Bibb. 
Branch  Renorter  Patricia   Harvey. 
Branch  conference  was  held  on 


9th  February.  The  new  officers  and 
teachers  for  1958  were  presented 
and  sustained  with  a  unanimous 
vote.  Sister  Sheila  Bibb  and 
Brother  Johannes  Brummer  were 
the  speakers. 

MIA  held  a  Valentine's  party  on 
the  13th  February  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Jan  Lion- 
Cachet.  It  was  also  a  farewell  to 
Elders  Douglas  Hartley  and  Robert 
Nelson. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Frank  Sanders  on  the  birth 
of  a  son. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  "Cumorah,"  Main  Road, 

Mowbray. 
Branch  President:     Alwin  Hubert; 

phone  45275. 
Branch     Reporter:       Beatrice     E. 

Smith. 
The  Rehef  Society  commenced 
its  programme  with  a  social  on 
Januarv  30th.  All  of  the  sisters 
seemed  glad  to  be  resuming  opera- 
tions. The  evening's  doing  con- 
sisted of  an  outline  of  the  year's 
activities  and  lessons  by  the  Relief 
Societv  and  class  leaders.  This 
was  followed  by  a  programme  of 
musical  items  and  poetry  and 
refreshments. 
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On  February  5th,  Primary  opened 
with  a  party.  Sister  Dallender  and 
her  assistants  put  in  some  hard 
work  to  give  the  little  ones  such  a 
happy  afternoon. 

Visitors  to  our  branch  from 
Springs  arc  Brothers  Ronnie  Louw, 
Kenneth  Armstrong,  Val  van 
Niekerk  and  Sister  Marlene  Louw. 
For  many  of  us  this  was  a  renewal 
of  old  acquaintances  and  to  the  rest 
it  was  the  beginning  of  friendship. 

We  welcome  three  new  members 
—  old  friends  indeed — in  Brother 
Ernest  Osman,  Sister  Aileen 
Cramer  and  Brother  Edwin 
Geldenhuys  who  were  baptized  on 
the  9th.  It  is  fine  to  know  that 
friends  are  now  members  of  our 
family,  and  we  wish  them  every 
joy  in  their  new  life. 

February  11th  was  the  evening 
selected  by  the  MIA  for  their 
Valentine's  party.  There  was  fun 
and  entertainment  for  everyone.  A 
mannequin  parade  in  the  styles  of 
the  early  1920's  (shades  of  Clara 
Bow!)  added  to  the  enjoyment. 
Games,  dancing  and  refreshments 
made  it  an  evening  of  fun. 

Sister  Jane  Dawson  has  been  ill. 
Brother  G.  S.  Harris  has  been  in 
hospital  for  an  operation.  We  pray 
that  they  may  soon  be  fit  again. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  very 
interesting  evening  on  the  20th 
when  Mrs.  Laurie  Reynolds  gave  a 
demonstration  on  cake  decorating. 

An  unseasonable  wave  of  in- 
fluenza has  been  making  itself  felt. 
We  trust  that  Sister  Antoinetta 
Macfarlane,  Sister  Ivy  Fourie  and 
President  Fisher  have  all  recovered. 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:        23     Eleventh      Street, 

Spring. 
Branch  Pres'dent:  Douglas  Hulbert. 
Branch     Reporter:        N.     C.     van 
Niekerk. 

Brakpan,  Benoni  and  Boksbur<? 
members  hav?  now  been  formed 
into  one  branch,  again  seriously 
denting  the  Springs  membership. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  Relief 
Society  sisters,  Sister  Eunice 
Somerset,  who  is  emigrating  to 
Cai.r.da.  was  presented  with  a 
token  of  appreciation  for  her  good 
works  ii:  the  branch. 


At  a  Tickie  Night,  sponsored  by 
Sister  Ann  Jubber  and  Mrs.  Kathy 
Hugo,  an  appreciable  sum  of  money 
was  raised  which  went  into  the 
Primary  fund.  The  social  was 
rounded  off  with  dancing  and 
games. 

At  our  recent  district  conference, 
District  President  I.  C.  Louw 
announced  the  release  of  branch 
officers  and  asked  for  the  sustain- 
ing vote  of  the  following:  Brother 
Douglas  Hulbert  as  Branch  Presi- 
dent with  counsellors  J.  N.  P. 
Jubber  and  K.  S.  Armstrong. 
Brother  Joe  Stemmet  as  the  Sun- 
day School  Superintendent  with  his 
wife.  Sister  Mona  as  the  Primary 
Mother,  Brother  Val  van  Niekerk 
as  MIA  Supervisor  with  counsellors 
Mariene  Loiiw  and  Noel  Futter.  The 
vote  was  sustained  and  apprecia- 
tion expressed  for  the  work  done 
by  the  former  officers. 

We  were  especially  pleased  to 
enjoy  tbe  association  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Reaford  Futter  from 
Springbok  Colleries  at  fast  and 
testimony  meeting  this  month. 

After  three  days  in  the  Princess 
Hospital,  Dist.  President  I.  C.  Louw 
is  still  under  treatment  of  the 
throat  specialist. 

Brother  Pieter  Botha  spent  some 
weeks  in  the  Far  East  Rand  Hospi- 
tal with  typhoid  fever  but  is  now 
back  at  school  again. 

Sister  Paul  Botha  is  speedily 
recovering  from  her  appendix  re- 
moval which  she  had  to  go  through 
on  top  of  a  major  operation. 

Visitors  this  month  were  Mr.  and 
Sister  Oro?rewalt  from  Klerksdorp. 

Sporting  honours  go  to  Sister 
Beverly  and  Brian  Louw  who  both 
won  a  prize  for  outstanding  swim- 
ming. We  congratulate  the  young 
people  on  their  fine  athletic 
achievements. 

Brother  and  Sister  John  Troskie 
.sponsored  a  dinner  on  the  15th 
which  realised  an  appreciable  sum 
of  money  for  the  Organ  Fund.  The 
delectable  edibles  were  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  the  many  diners.  The 
Troskies  wish  to  convey  a  special 
word  of  thanks  to  Elders  Holt  and 
Wright  and  Sister  Ann  Jubber  who 
so  ably  assisted  in  making  this 
happy  event  a  success. 
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SALISBURY    BRANCH 

Meetings:    Queen  Elizabeth  School, 

Music  Hall,  Moffat  Street. 
Branch    President:      Elder    Harold 

Jensen. 
Branch  Reporter:    Peter  Houghton. 

A  pleasant  musical  evening  was 
held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Fred  Matthews  and  members 
were  able  to  get  together,  talk  and 
listen  to  an  extremely  varied 
musical  programme. 

We  congratulate  Sister  Jean 
Schonnberg  on  her  birthday  on 
February  14th.  A  cine-dinner  party 
was  arranged  and  a  most  enjoyable 
time  was  had  by  all. 

A  dramatic  group  has  been 
formed  under  the  direction  of 
Brother  Peter  Houghton  and  Sister 
Tasia  Vandoros  assisting.  It  is 
hoped  they  will  be  able  to  produce 
a  play  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  first  meeting  of  the 
genealogy  group  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Fred 
Matthews  where  an  interesting 
lesson  was  given.  Those  in  atten- 
dance displayed  great  enthusiasm 
for  this  work. 


LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:         121       "F"       Avenue, 

Luanshya. 
Branch  President:     Douglas 

Charsley. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  bid  fare- 
well to  Elder  D.  Caldwell  and  we 
wish  him  God  speed  and  blessings 
in  all  that  he  does.  We  welcome 
Elder  J.  Whitehead  and  trust  he 
will  find  happiness  in  working  with 
his  twin  brother. 

Brother  Coenraad  Fourie  has 
been  on  the  sick  list  and  we  hope 
that  he  will  soon  be  up  and  feeling 
his  normal  self  again. 

Brother  Douglas  E.  Charsley  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munch  and  family 
are  vacationing  in  the  Cape.  We 
pray  they  will  have  a  wonderful 
holiday. 


BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings :    Public  Library,  off  Main 

Road,  Bellville. 
Branch  President:     N.  J.  Goosen, 

phone  973285. 
Branch  Reporter:    Felicity  Barnes. 
A  fireside  chat  was  held  at  the 
home   of   Felicity   Barnes   on  the 


evening  of  February  16th.  A  lovely 
time  was  had  by  all  in  attendance. 
Master  Nicholas  Goosen  has  been 
ill  with  the  measles  this  month  but 
we  are  glad  to  report  he  is  up  and 
around  again. 

EAST   RAND   BRANCH 
Meetings:    Masonic    Hall    Aniphill 

Ave.  Benoni. 
Branch  President:  J.  H.  Adendorff ; 

phone  54-6277. 
Branch     Reporter:        Sister     Ann 

Coetzee. 
Our  first  MIA  general  activity 
was  held  on  Friday  evening,  14th 
February  in  the  combined  form  of 
a  Valentine  party  and  watermelon 
bust.  It  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Sister  Beverly  Spandow.  Brother 
and  Sister  William  Balmer  were 
elected  to  be  the  "Special  Valen- 
tines". The  evening  was  a  variety 
of  music,  dancing,  games.  There 
was  a  large  crowd  and  everyone 
had  an  enjoyable  time. 

We  extend  our  heartfelt  sympa- 
thies to  Sister  Stephanus  Brummer 
and  her  family  in  their  bereave- 
ment. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:       144     Silverton     Road, 

Durban.     Phone  49369. 
Branch  President:     J.  M.  Jakins; 

phone  44347. 
Branch  Reporter:  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

Our  Relief  Society  re-opened  this 
month  with  a  little  musical  evening 
that  was  most  entertaining  after 
which  refreshments  were  served. 

Nearly  50  people  turned  out  for 
the  MIA  Valentine  Party  which 
was  held  on  the  14th  February.  The 
room  was  gaily  decorated,  and  the 
spirit  which  prevailed  was  indeed 
a  happy  one. 

The  Branch  Presidency  spon- 
sored two  fund-raising  functions,  a 
cake  sale  and  a  jumble  sale.  Both 
were  very  successful. 

We  said  goodbye  to  our  choir 
leader,  Sister  Ida  Birkenstock,  at  a 
concert  and  social  held  in  her 
honour  on  the  18th  February  1958. 

Ida  has  done  a  wonderful  job 
with  the  choir  and  we  certainly 
wish  her  every  happiness  in  the 
new  home  she  will  make  in 
Canada. 
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We  welcome  to  our  branch,  Brian 
and  Rosemary  Sharpe  of  Johannes- 
burg. We  know  they  will  be  a  great 
asset  to  our  organizations. 

There  were  many  on  the  sick  list 
this  past  month.  They  were:  Sister 
Deo  Van  Coller,  Sister  Lavinia 
Bosse,  Sister  June  Minnaar,  Sister 
Gwen  Nell,  Sister  Olive  Schuback, 
Brother  Norman  Smith,  Brother 
Thomas  Owen  and  Brother  Leland 
Dollar.  President  Jakins  nearly 
joined  their  ranks  when  his  car  hit 
an  Indian  bus  but  luckily  enough, 
they  escaped  injury. 

Sister  Gerda  Kotze  paid  us  a  very 
short  but  extremely  welcome  visit 
from  her  home  in  Senekal,  O.F.S. 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings:        40      Prospect      Road, 

Walmer. 
Branch   President:      C.   R.   Doller; 

phone  7620. 
Branch  Reporter:  Madge  McHugh. 

Branch  conference  was  held  on 
the  9th  February  and  we  were 
happy  to  welcome  Elders  Dahl  and 
Hicken  who  came  to  preside.  The 
conference  was  greatly  enhanced  by 
music  presented  by  the  M.I. A.  A 
trio  and  a  choir  participated.  Elder 
Dahl  mentioned  that  the  last  time 
he  spoke  from  the  pulpit,  there 
were  exactly  14  people  present  and 
there  were  61  present  that  day. 

Relief  Society  held  a  Fun  Fair  in 
the  chapel  grounds  and  what  a 
success  it  turned  out  to  be.  Cakes, 
sweets,  hamburgers  and  cool  drinks 
were  on  sale.  There  were  side  shows 
on  the  grounds  and  of  course,  we 
had  the  Dutch  Barrel  Organ 
attracting  the  people.  This  is  a 
most  unique  organ  and  is  on  tour 
in  South  Africa  for  charity  pur- 
poses. Elder  Salmon  did  the  collect- 
ing of  the  money  and  a  tune  was 
played  on  the  organ  only  if  a  half- 
crown  was  put  into  the  tin.  There 
were  some  dutch  costumes  to  go 
with  it  and  we  had  the  girls  and 
boys  dress  up.  We  finished  the 
evening  with  dancing  and  refresh- 
ments. 

Elders  Burbank  and  Asplund 
attended  Sunday  School  as  they 
passed  through  on  their  way  home. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Meetings:     Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Belgravia  Crescent,   East  Lon- 
don. 
Branch      President:        Alfred      J. 

Corrigan:  phone  81821. 
Branch  Reporter:  Clement  Human. 

The  East  London  Branch  was 
richly  blessed  on  the  9th  February 
when  we  had  President  and  Sister 
Fisher  in  attendance  for  Branch 
Conference.  We  look  forward  to 
these  spiritual  experiences. 

The  Royal  Navy  was  represented 
at  our  meeting  on  23rd  February 
when  Brother  Thomas  of  Birming- 
ham, England  attended  our  ser- 
vices. 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  bid 
goodbye  to  Elder  Don  Harper, 
whose  cheerful  and  happy  perso- 
nality will  be  greatly  missed. 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Meetings:       Ollfellows     Hall,     136 

Longmarket  Street  (  just  above 

Chapel  Street). 

Branch  President:  R.  M.  Morrissey. 

Branch  Reporter:  Joyce  Morrissey. 

We  held  a  very  enjoyable  Valen- 
tine party  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Joy  Grantham.  We  honoured 
Sister  Hanrah  McCathie,  she  being 
the  oldest  member  in  the  branch 
and  because  of  her  wonderful  faith. 
The  drama  director  paid  tribute  to 
her  on  behalf  of  the  branch.  We 
had  an  enjoyable  evening  of  games 
and  lovely  refreshments  were 
served. 

We  held  a  cake  sale  recently  and 
are  happy  to  report  it  as  a  big 
success. 

Our  organist.  Sister  Elsie  Neilson 
is  away  on  holiday  and  we  hope 
that  she  has  a  most  enjoyable  time. 
As  she  is  the  only  pianist  in  the 
branch  we  will  appreciate  her  even 
more  when  she  returns. 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:       Red     Cross     Building, 

Alexander  Avenue. 
Branch   President:      S.    J.    Spear; 

phone  6819. 
Branch     Reporter:      Sister     Mona 

Spear. 
Greetings   everyone.     Bloemfon- 
tein  Saints  continue  to  flourish  and 
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trust  all  is  well  with  our  other 
branches.  We  continue  in  our 
activities  and  in  spite  of  our  small 
numbers,  we  stick  together,  work 
together  and  rejoice  together. 

We  feel  very  privileged  at  having 
four  missionaries  in  the  district. 
We  were  delighted  to  have  Sisters 
Hubert  and  McArthur  labour  here 
and  although  we  were  sorry  to  see 
Elder  Stevenson  leave  us.  Elder 
Anderson,  his  replacement,  has 
already  endeared  himself  to  us. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in 
having  Sister  Lillian  Symes  from 
Kimberley  with  us  for  two  meeting. 
We  miss  her  a  great  deal  but  are 
hoping  tbey  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  swelling  the  members  in 
Kimberley. 

Our  good  wishes  go  to  all  the 
Saints  throughout  the  land. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:     1,  Hunter  Street,  High- 
lands, Johannesburg. 
Branch  President:     K.  B.  Chater; 

phone  45-5575. 
Branch  Reporter:  Dorothy  Hamil- 
ton. 

We  joyfully  welcome  into  the 
church  this  month,  Sister  Rosemary 
Robertson  and  Brother  John 
Brotherton  who  were  baotized  on 
2nd  February.  We  pray  God's 
choicest  blessings  upon  them. 

The  Valentine's  party  held  on 
11th  February  was  an  outstanding 
success  and  was  enjoyed  by  all  who 
attended. 

Our  lawns  have  at  last  been 
planted  and  we  were  just  in  time 
to  catch  the  rains  which  have 
fallen  this  past  month.  We  shall 
soon  be  able  to  boast  a  fine  garden. 

Thirty  people  were  present  at  the 
Relief  Society  social  evening  and 
we  enjoyed  the  company  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Cherrett  from  Krugers- 
dorp.  Songs  and  special  requests 
were  sung  by  Sister  Nola  Matthews 
and  all  enjoyed  community  singing 
and  games 

We  were  all  very  sorry  to  see 
Sister  Hilda  Wallace  leave  for 
Canada.  Many  tears  were  shed  and 
all  those  who  know  Sister  Hilda 
will  miss  her  greatly.  She  was  one 
of  our  most  love  and  most  active 
Sisters  at  Ramah,  a  girl  who  never 
forgot  to  smile  a  welcome  to  all 


she  met.     May  God  bless  her  and 
watch  over  her  always. 

M.I. A.  members  were  surprised  at 
seeing  the  American  wrestler, 
currently  in  South  Africa,  at  their 
meeting  on  the  18th  February.  305 
pound  Brother  Jonathan  irr  pressed 
us  all  by  his  huge  size  and  his  quiet 
voice.    We  hope  to  see  him  again. 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:    Boy  Scout  Headquarters 
on  8th  Avenue  Sxt.  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 
Branch     President:         Calvin     K. 

Lybbert;  phone  60376. 
Branch      Reporter:        Sister      Iris 
Fourie. 

Brother  William  Jubber  Snr.  is 
still  at  Livingstone.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  having  him  back  in  our 
midst. 

We  are  happy  to  mention  that 
Brother  Richard  Isaac  has  fully 
recovered  from  his  operation  and 
is  able  to  get  about  once  again. 

The  Relief  Society  is  once  again 
in  operation  with  Sister  Johanna 
Jubbei  as  our  President. 

Elder  Vaughn  Hunsaker  received 
the  key  of  the  door  when  he  cele- 
brated his  21st  birthday  on  the 
13th  January  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Eileen  Hertog.  A  grand  time  was 
had  by  all  who  were  fortunate  to 
attend. 

At  the  present  time  Sister 
Johanna  Jubber  and  Joyce  Jones 
are  not  in  the  best  of  health.  We 
pray  the  Lord  will  bless  them  with 
a  speedy  recovery. 

Sister  Iris  Fourie  and  her  family 
are  back  after  an  enjoyable  holiday 
at  the  Cape. 


NORTH       WESTERN       BRANCH 

Meetings:-  85  Eleventh  Street. 

Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 
Branch    President:    W.    H.    Brum- 

mer. 
Branch  Reporter:     J.  H.  Wagener. 

February  month  produced  not- 
hing exciting  as  far  as  the  North 
Western  Branch  is  concerned,  but 
we  are  very  happy  to  be  able  to 
report  that  because  of  increased 
attendance,  both  in  Sunday  School 
and  afternoon  Sacrament  Service, 
we  find  it  necessary  to  continue 
holding   our  services  at   the  home 
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of  Sister  and  Brother  Schafer 
where  we  have  much  greater  seat- 
ing capacity. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the 
Seeman  family  is  again  in  the 
land  of  the  free,  as  no  further 
scarlet  fever  affects  have  shown. 
We  are  happy  to  welcome  them 
back  to  services. 

The  Relief  Society  is  again  in 
full  action  after  a  period  of  recess. 
A  pleasant  social  evening  was  held 
on  12th  February  and  we  wish 
them  every  success  this  year. 


(Continued  from  page  48 1 
lor  to  President  Glen  G.  Fisher. 

Kay  Holt  Salmon  .Raymon.  Al- 
berta, Canada.  Laboured  in  Cape 
Town.  Salisbury,  Benoni,  East 
Rand,  and  Port  Elizabeth.  He  ser- 
ved as  Supervising  Elder  in  the 
East  Rand  and  Port  Eizabeth. 

Dan  LeRoy  Chipman,  Welling, 
Alberta,  Canada.  Laboured  in 
Cape  Town,  Durban,  West  Rand, 
and  Salisbury.  He  served  as  Su- 
pervising Elder  and  Branch  Presi- 
dent of  the  Salisbury  district. 

Pictures  were  not  available  for 
for  Elder  K.  H.  Salman  and  D.  L. 
Chipman. 


FUND  RAISING  IDEA 

The  Dutch  Barrel  Organ  as  pictured  below  is  touring  South 
Africa  for  charity  purposes  and  any  Church  organization  wishing  to 
use  it,  may  do  so.  It  is  rather  unique  with  two  dutch  dolls  on  either 
side  that  move  when  the  organ  is  played.  Dutch  costumes  are  also 
supplied  so  some  of  the  members  could  be  dressed  up  in  them. 

Port  Elizabeth  used  this  organ  for  an  attraction  feature  at  their 
recent  "Fun  Fair"  and  a  tune  was  played  only  after  a  half  crown  had 
been  collected. 

If  you  are  interested  in  using  this  organ,  please  contact  the 
mission  home  for  complete  details. 
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